SYLLABUS UNDER AUTONOMY
SOCIOLOGY
SEMESTER IV COURSE: A.SOC.4.01

SOCIOLOGY: THEMES AND ISSUES |

[45 Lectures]
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. To introduce students to the significant themes that contemporary sociology deals
with. This will enable students to understand the relevance and applications of
sociology in order to choose career possibilities in interest areas.

2. To be able to apply some of the theoretical perspectives learnt in semester 11 to
concretely analyse contemporary issues in a sociological manner.

Unit1 Political Sociology [15 Lectures]

e What is political sociology? Its nature, scope and emergence.
e The State and Civil Society and citizenship
e Major theoretical Perspectives-Social Class theory, elite theory and Pluralist theory

Unit2 Body and Embodiment [15 Lectures]
e Conceptual distinction
e Sociological approaches-Social Constructionist, Phenomenological and Cultural
(briefly from 21st Century Sociology).
e Embodiment and Identity- Contribution of Meenakshi Thapan
e The commodification/objectification of the body -the new biotechnologies and the
commodified body

Unit3 Tourism [15 Lectures]
e Conceptual Approaches
e Issues in the Sociology of Tourism - the tourist, relations between tourists and host
communities, the structure and functioning of the tourist system, and the
consequences of tourism (tourism and development), eco-tourism

CIA: Written assignments or presentation
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SYLLABUS UNDER AUTONOMY
SOCIOLOGY

SEMESTER IV COURSE: A.SOC.4.02

SOCIOLOGY: THEMES AND ISSUES Il
[45 Lectures]

Learning Objectives:

1. To introduce students to the significant themes that contemporary sociology deals
with. This will enable students to understand the relevance and applications of
sociology in order to better choose future subject combinations in the Third Year.
This is thus seen as a “bridge course.’

2. To be able to apply some of the theoretical perspectives learnt in semester I11 to
concretely analyse contemporary issues in a sociological manner.

Unit I: Crime & Law [15 lectures]
e Law and Society
e Understanding Crime: Approaches - Positivist, Strain, Labelling,&Critical Theories.
e Concrete Issues: Gender, Caste, PIL and Judicial Activism, Judicial Corruption.

Unit 11: Education [15 lectures]
o Role of Education: Functionalist, Liberal and Critical Perspectives.
e Inequalities in Education — gender, caste and class.
e  Education and Globalization: Privatization vis-a-vis work

Unit I11: Peace and Conflict Studies [15 lectures]
e Peace and Conflict Theories: Ideological, Civilizational, Ethnic, Inequality, Resource
Availability.

e Building Peace: Truth and Reconciliation Commissions, Arbitration, Military
Interventions, Multilateral Organizations (e.g. UN).

e Actual Case studies (any one): South Africa, Palestine, Kashmir, Post-Soviet Bloc
nations.

CIA: Individual/Group Projects.
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