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S.Y. BA        Course: A.HIS.3.01 

 

Title: An outline history of Early India Part I (3500 BCE-200 BCE) 

 

Learning Objectives:  

 

 To give students a broad understanding of the main political trends, social formations and 

economic systems of early India. 

 

 To give a perspective on the main philosophical ideas, other cultural developments and 

spiritual principles of early India.  

 

 To initiate a spirit of inquiry into the early history of India. 

 

Number of lectures: 45 

 

UNIT 1  

Patterns of early urbanization                                                                            (15 Lectures) 

 

Harappan Civilization, town planning and the networks of trade, script and art, factors for the 

decline of the Harappan civilization and debates in the light of recent discoveries.                                         

  

UNIT 2 

Socio-Cultural Transitions                                                                                   (15Lectures) 

 

Literary sources: The  Vedas, The Epics, Puranas and Dharmasastras, Buddhist and Jain 

Literary texts. Jana to Varna: pastoral to settled agriculture, rise of heterodox sects and 

factors for the rise of Buddhism and Jainism 

 

UNIT 3 

Political Transitions                                                                                            (15 Lectures) 

 

Sources, sabha, samiti, janapada, mahajanapada. Emergence of Mauryan Empire: 

administration, Asoka’s Dhamma, decline of the empire.   

 

List Of Recommended Reference Books 

 

 Allchin B. & Allchin R,  The Birth of Indian Civilization: India and Pakistan before  500B.C, 

Penguin Books Ltd, 1968. 

 

 Allchin B. & Allchin R,  The rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan, Cambridge University 

Press, London,1983. 

 

 Altekar.A.S,  Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, Benaras, 1988. 

 

 Basham.A.L , The Wonder that was India, Macmillan Publication, London, 1967. 

 

 Basham.A.L, The Illustrated Cultural History of India, OUP, New Delhi, 2007. 

 

 Binod Bihari Dutt, Town Planning in Ancient India, Thacker Spink and Co., Calcutta, 

1925. 
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 Chakrabarti.D.K, Indus Civilization sites in India: New discoveries, Marg 

Publications, Mumbai, 2004. 

 Gokhale. Balkrishna. Govind, New light on early Buddhism, Popular Prakashan Pvt 

Ltd, Mumbai ,1994. 

 Ghurye.G.S:,  Vedic India, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1979. 

 Huntington. Susan L & John .C, The Art of Ancient India: Buddhist, Hindu & Jain, 

Weather Hill, New York, 1985. 

 Kosmabi.D.D,  The Culture and Civilization Of Ancient India in Historical Outline, 

Sixth Impression, Vikas Publishing Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1981. 

 Lal.B.B &Gupta.S.P,  Frontiers of the Indus Civilization, New Delhi,1984. 

 Luniya.B.N,  Life and Culture in Ancient India, (From the Earliest Times of 1000 

A.D.) Lakshmi Narain Agarwal, Agra, 1978. 

 Majumdar R.C, Ancient India, Motilal Baharasidas , Delhi, 1964. 

 Mazumdar, Kumar A,  Early Hindu India: Vol 2: A Dynastic Study, Cosmo 

Publications, New Delhi, 1917 Reprint (1981). 

 Posshel.G,  Ancient Cities of the Indus, Vikas Publisher’s pvt ltd, New Delhi,2003 

 Singh, Karan, Shah, Umkant Premanad, Samtani N.H, Religions of India, Hinduism, 

Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Clarion 

Books, New Delhi, 1983. 

 Thapar Romila: Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History, Oxford University 

press, New Delh, 2008. 

 Thapar Romila.(ed): Recent Perspectives of Early Indian History, Popular Prakashan, 

Bombay, 1995. 

  Thapar Romila, Interpreting Early India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1992.       

 Thapar.Romila, Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretation, Orient Longmans 

Ltd. Bombay, 1978. 

 Thapar Romila, Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford University Press, 

Delhi, 1997. 

 Upinder Singh, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: from the Stone Age to 

the 12
th

 century, Pearson Longman, Delhi 2008 

 Wheeler Mortimer, The Indus Valley Civilization, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1953. 
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References: 

 Bose.A.N, Social and Rural Economy of Northern India, 2 Vols., University of 

Calcutta, Calcutta,1942 and 1945. 

 Bongard, Levin G.M, Republics in Ancient India, A complex study of Ancient India, Delhi, 

1986. 

 

 Chatterji. Suniti kumar, Datta. Malinaksha, Pusolker A.D & Bose. Nirmal Kumar, The 

early phases, The Ram Krishna Mission Institute of Culture, Calcutta, 1958. Reprint 

(1982). 

 Chattopadhya. Sudhakar: Bimbisara to Ashok, With an Appendix on the later 

Mauryas, Roy and Chowdhary, Calcutta, 1977. 

 Maganlal A. Buch: Economic Life in Ancient India, 2 Vols. K.S. Publishing House, 

Allahabad, 1979. 

 Narendra Wagle, Society at the time of the Buddha, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 

1986. 

 Ray H.P, Winds of Change, Buddhism and the early Maritime Links of South Asia, 

Oxford University Press,New Delhi, 1994. 

 Tripati. Rama.Shankar, History of Ancient India, Motilal Banarasidas, New Delhi, 

1987. 

Continuous Internal Assessment. 
In each semester, the student will have a quiz (multiple choice questions), presentations/field trip and 

a mid semester exam with two small essay type questions  

 

Marks: 100 

Weeks: 15 

Lectures: 3 lectures per week 

Credits: 3  
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S.Y. BA        Course: A.HIS.3.02 

 

Title: History of China and Japan (1900 -1960 ) 

 

Learning Objectives:  

 

 To trace the impact of imperialism on China and Japan. 

 To study the phases of revivalism in Japan: from Meiji to Militarism. 

 To study how the two nations responded differently to the challenges of imperialism 

in the late 19
th

 century and early 20
th

 century. 

 To study the emergence of new political developments and diverse ideology in China 

post World War I. 

 To identify the various factors that led to reemergence of the two nations after World 

War II . 

 

Number of lectures: 45 

 

UNIT 1  

Political developments in China and Japan in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 Century 

                                                                                                                              (15 Lectures) 

 

The colonial powers and China, Revolution of 1911, role of Dr. Sun-Yat-sen, Yuan-Shi-kai 

and Chiang-Kai-shek. The Meiji Restoration, Sino-Japanese relations of late 19
th

 century, 

Russo-Japanese war (1904-05).       
 

 

UNIT 2 

Socio-Political transitions in China                                                                    (15 Lectures) 

 

Rise of Communism, Kuomintang and Chinese Communist party conflict, establishment of 

the People’s Republic of China, political-economic experiments under Chairman Mao-

Zedong and the Cultural Revolution. 

 

 

UNIT 3 

Japan as an imperialist power                                                                            (15 Lectures) 

 

Japan and World War I, rise of militarism, Japan and World War II. Post war recovery and 

restoration.              

 

List Of Recommended Reference Books 

 

1) Beckmann, G.M, The Modernisation of China and Japan, Harper and Row, New 

York, 1962. 

2) Borton H, Japan’s Modern Century, The Reynold Press Co. New York, 1955. 

3) Dutt V.P, China’s Foreign Policy. 1958-1962, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 

1964. 
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4) Dutt Gargi and Dutt. V.P,  China’s Cultural Revolution, Asia Publishing House, 

Bombay 1970. 

5) Fairbank. John King and Merle Goldman, China, A New History, Harvard University 

Press, Cambridge, 1998. 

6) Fearey R.A,  The Occupation of Japan- Second Phase. (1948-50), New York, 1950. 

7) Fitzgerald C.P,  The Birth of the Communist China, Penguin Books, 1977. 

8) Guillermaz, Jacques, A History of the Chinese Communist Party 1922- 49, New York. 

Random House, 1972. 

9) Hall. R.B, Japan Industrial Power of Asia, New York, 1963. 

10) Hanneman Mary L,  Japan Faces the World: 1925-1952, Pearson  Education, Harlow, 

2001. 

 

11) Hsu Immanuel.C.V, The Rise of Modern China, Fourth Edition, Oxford University 

Press, 1991. 

 

12) Jones, F.C,  Japan’s New Order in East Asia, Its Rise and Fall, 1937-1945, Oxford 

University Press, 1954. 

 

13) Kawai Kazua,  Japan’s American Interlude, University Chicago Press, 1960. 

 

14) Kau, Michael Y.M., and John K. Leung. (eds),  The Writings of Mao Zedong 1949-

1976, 2 vols, Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, 1986, 1992. 

 

15) Mendl Wolf, (ed), Japan and South East Asia, Vol. I: From the Meiji Restoration to 

1945, Routledge, London, 2002. 

 

16) Paranjpe K.G.S,  Japan: A Gaint in distress: Success and failure of a remarkable 

Society, Ajanta Books International, Delhi, 2001. 

 

17) Reischauer, E.O, Japan: Past and Present, New York, 1976. 

 

18) Selected Works of Mao Tse- tung (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, vols. 1-4, 1975; 

vol.5, 1977).  

 

19) Tipton Elise K, Out nation: A Search for the Soul of Japan, Harvard Business School 

Press, Boston, 1992. 

 

20) Ward, R.E. (Ed),  Political Developments in Modern Japan, Princeton University 

Press, 1968. 

 

21) Yanaya Chitoshi,  Japan Since Perry, Mcgraw Hill, New York, 1949. 

 

References: 

 

 Buss. Claude A, Asia in the Modern world: A history of China and Japan: South and 

Southeast Asia, Collier Macmillan Limited, London, 1964. 

 Ebenhard. Wolfarm,  History of China, Routledge Kegan Paul, London, 1977. 
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 Cullen. L.M, Cambridge, History of Japan 1528-1941:internal and external worlds, 

Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

 Gordon. Andrew. Oxford, The Modern history of Japan: From Takugawa times to 

present, Oxford University Press, 2003. 

 Halliday. Jon, A political history of Japanese capitalism; New York: monthly review 

Press, 1975. 

 Lichien- Hung, The political history of China 1840-1928, New Jersey: D. Van 

Nostrand company inc, 1956. 

 McAleovy. Henry, The modern history of China, Weidenfield and Nicolson, London, 

1967. 

Continuous internal assessment. 

In each semester, the student will have a quiz (multiple choice or map based) mid semester 

exam with two small essay type questions.  

 

 Marks: 100 

 Weeks: 15 

 Lectures: 45 

 Credits: 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


